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 Anno scolastico 2020 – 2021 

     Classe 4 sez. J CIE 

Docenti: Prof.ssa Gubinelli Cristiana, Prof. La Viola Danilo 

Disciplina: Lingua e Cultura Straniera Inglese 

Libri di testo adottati: Spiazzi, Tavella: Only Connect New Directions from the Origins to the 

Eighteenth Century, Zanichelli 

Complete Ielts bands 6.5 - 7.5 sb+wb, Vocabulary for Ielts Advanced, CUP 
 

Argomenti svolti: 

 

 

In presenza: the age of Shakespeare 

William Shakespeare: Life and main works; Shakespeare’s “bourgeois” 

background and his being an all-rounder; Shakespearean plays: Histories, 

Comedies, Tragedies; the ambiguity over authorship;   

“Romeo and Juliet”: key facts, historical factors having an impact on the 

play, literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: appearance vs 

reality; love vs power & prejudice, generational contrasts, gender 

equality, courtly love vs passionate love, extracts: the balcony scene 

“Hamlet” key facts, historical factors having an impact on the play, 

literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: appearance vs reality, 

lust vs love, the painful transition from Catholicism to Protestantism in 

Hamlet’s doubts about the afterlife, the concept of cowardice, extracts: 

To be or not to be, Hamlet meets the ghost;  

IELTS preparation: listening, speaking and writing activities 

Further study: scenes from Romeo + Juliet directed by Baz Luhrmann, 

scenes from Hamlet directed by Kenneth Branagh, 

A distanza:       “The Merchant of Venice”: key facts, historical factors having an impact 

on the play, literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: social 

marginalization of minority groups, gender equality, Jews vs Christians; 

Shylock, a tragical character, extracts: the bond, I am a Jew 

“Othello” key facts, historical factors having an impact on the play, 

literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: appearance vs reality, 

fascination for the exotic, social hypocrisy, envy, identity based on social 

recognition, submissive role of women, how prose and verse mirror the 

characters’ state of mind; extracts: The Moor’s spell, Othello decides to 

kill Desdemona 

IELTS preparation: listening, speaking and writing activities 

Further study: scenes from the Merchant of Venice directed by Michael 

Radford 
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In presenza: “Macbeth” key facts, historical factors having an impact on the play, 

literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: Shakespeare’s captatio 

benevolentiae towards the king, the vision of witches and witchcraft at 

Shakespeare’s time, the figure of the overreacher, honor vs power, 

identity based on masculinity, the exchange of roles, extracts: the three 

witches, Duncan’s murder; 

“The Tempest” key facts, historical factors having an impact on the play, 

literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: fair governance, the 

submissive role of women, slave-master relationship, extracts: Prospero 

and Ariel, Prospero and Caliban,  

The Puritan Age: Historical, social and religious components 

John Donne, life and main works, “A Valediction, forbidding Mourning”, 

sensual and spiritual imagery, the conceit 

John Milton, life and main works,  

“Paradise lost” key facts, historical factors having an impact on the play, 

literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: the overreacher, 

rebellion to constraints, a peculiar hero, extracts: Satan’s Speech 

The Restoration: Historical, social and religious components 

Aphra Ben life and main works 

Exploration of new territories, colonialism, slavery, racism and narrative 

experimentalism in “Ooronoko” 

The Augustan Age: Historical, social and religious components; a 

survey of Augustan literature: poetry, drama, fiction; Journalism, the rise 

of the novel 

Daniel Defoe: life and main works,  

“Robinson Crusoe” key facts, historical factors having an impact on the 

novel, literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: the 

overreacher, the figure of the self-made man, the importance of trade and 

commerce at Defoe’s times, the passage from rationalism to empiricism, 

the emphasis on things and real data, pragmatism, a microcosm of 

contemporary society, puritan background and the theory of 

predestination, realism vs romance, slave-master relationship, extracts 

the Island, Evil vs good, Man Friday 

Jonathan Swift life and main works 

“Gulliver’s Travels” key facts, historical factors having an impact on the 

novel, literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: fair 

governance, human vanity, the pettiness of human conflicts, social satire, 

extracts: Gulliver in the land of Giants 

Samuel Richardson life and main works 

“Pamela or the virtue rewarded” key facts, historical factors having an 

impact on the novel, literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: 

the rise of the middle classes and the incredible success of the novel, the 

evolution from a guidebook, the experimental use of letters, extracts the 

rich despise the poor 

Samuel Fielding life and main works 

The creation of intentionally fictional works, a new narrative technique,  

“Shamela”, Fielding’s reply to Richardson “Pamela”  

Citizenship: agenda 2030 goal 5: gender equality. How Shakespeare 

tackles the issue and what differences we can identify among the female 

characters in his plays. 

IELTS preparation: listening, speaking and writing activities 

Further study:  
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William Blake’s illustrations of Paradise Lost 

Scenes from Polanski’s Macbeth 

listening to passages from Fielding’s “Shamela” 

 

 
 

 

Roma, 11/06/2021     Il docente 

       Cristiana Gubinelli 

 
        Gli studenti 

 

        _______________________________ 

 

        _______________________________ 


