
COMMENT THE DOCUMENTS YOU HAVE ANALYSED AND DISCUSS HOW THEY ARE 
CONNECTED TO THE “GOAL 5: ACHIEVE GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWER ALL 
WOMEN AND GIRLS” OF THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GLOBAL GOALS 2030. 

The sustainable development agenda has a series of goals, meant to be obtained by 
2030. If all these goals are reached, hopefully, we will have a better society, ruled by peace 
and respect. 
The one we’re focusing on, goal 5, has the purpose to achieve gender equality and 
empower all women and girls. 
The subject of gender equality and feminism is widely discussed nowadays, I feel like 
more people are becoming aware of the problem and are starting to act to change their 
behaviours inherited by the patriarchal culture. If we continue to dive into the question, 
maybe we’ll be able to eradicate sexism by 2030. 

The first thing we can do to help society change their mind, is to inform ourselves by 
becoming aware of the current situation in our country, in other less (or more) developed 
countries, studying and comparing our laws and costumes to the ones used in the last 
centuries, and mostly how the perception of women has changed during the years. 

I think that the texts we have analyzed are spot on, because they caught the various 
aspects by which you can gain information, raise doubt, act, and consequently change 
society. 

The first thing we need to do, is to search the roots of this problematic-sexist thinking. 
The origins can be found in the way society acted up until the last centuries, and 
unfortunately, how some still act. 
The world has seen some changes in women’s emancipation mainly after world war I. 
Despite the horrors that war partakes, it also allowed women to be the head of the 
household and to have more power of decision and responsibilities. 
Some countries, like the USA, granted the ability for women to vote in 1920, after the 
important contribution given during the Great War. Universal suffrage is a very important 
milestone in the history of women’s emancipation, it is the symbol of power given and 
shared with women.  
The decision was obstacled by many, including some women, who did not want to get 
involved in politics, thinking it would destroy the house’s balances and promote socialism. 
Some upper-class women also opposed because they wanted to maintain the status quo 
and keep their privileges. 
The first one to grant the vote was New Zealand, which has proven, still today, one of the 
most progressive-minded countries in the world, and the other states followed by.  

Today, still, some states have not reached even equal pay or universal suffrage, and 
others are still keeping women chained to the house and under male “protection”, making 
them dependent on their husbands. 
An example is the condition of women in Nepal. A lucky girl, Sunita, has been given the 
chance to learn the skills to work as a weaver, which was something prohibited before. 
Sunita says: “We were like frogs in a well, we weren’t aware of the outside world”. Many 
women still face that condition, they are economically tied to their families and don’t have 
the possibility to be independent. 

It is absurd to think that women had more freedom in some thousand years old societies, 
such as Sparta or the Etruscan cultures, than in some economically progressed countries 
nowadays. 



Even the states that grant some fundamental equal rights on paper fall again in some 
stereotypical behaviours that destroy the good premises. 
A very common phenomenon today is victim-blaming. It is something going on since the 
dawn of time and is not acceptable in the current times. 
The play about Jack the Ripper is very insightful and shows exactly how we can react and 
reclaim some respect. In fact, the director chose to represent the story not from the killer’s 
point of view, but from the victim’s perspective, giving them a voice and the chance to 
shine on the spotlight for the damages endured and not for killing someone, as the 
previous representations have shown. 

The fil rouge of the documents is that they all show different sides of current gender 
inequalities, or of some old beliefs that have influenced our society today. Despite what 
some may think or say we have still not reached gender equality all over the world. 
For this reason, we need to educate ourselves and face the realities of this society, we 
need to have a more tolerant and broadened mindset that allows us to accept the idea that 
we are all equal, so that we can live in a peaceful society. 
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