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   Anno Scolastico 2021 - 2022 

     Classe 4        Sez. D CIE 

Docenti: Prof.ssa Gubinelli Cristiana, Prof. La Viola Damiano 

Disciplina: Lingua e Cultura Straniera Inglese 

Libri di testo adottati: M.Spicci T.A. Shaw, Amazing Minds, from the Origins to the Romantic 

Age, Pearson; AAVV Complete Advanced, CUP 

Argomenti svolti (letteratura):  

the age of Shakespeare 

William Shakespeare: Life and main works; Shakespeare’s “bourgeois” 

background and his being an all-rounder; Shakespearean plays: Histories, 

Comedies, Tragedies; the ambiguity over authorship;   

“Romeo and Juliet”: key facts, historical factors having an impact on the 

play, literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: appearance vs 

reality; love vs power & prejudice, generational contrasts, gender 

equality, courtly love vs passionate love, extracts: the chorus 

“Hamlet” key facts, historical factors having an impact on the play, 

literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: appearance vs reality, 

lust vs love, the painful transition from Catholicism to Protestantism in 

Hamlet’s doubts about the afterlife, the concept of cowardice, extracts: 

To be or not to be, Hamlet meets the ghost: projection of a scene from 

the movie Hamlet directed by Kenneth Branagh 

     “The Merchant of Venice”: key facts, historical factors having an impact 

on the play, literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: social 

marginalization of minority groups, gender equality, Jews vs Christians; 

Shylock, a tragical character, projection of scenes from the movie The 

Merchant of Venice, directed by Michael Radford 

 “Macbeth” key facts, historical factors having an impact on the play, 

literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: Shakespeare’s captatio 

benevolentiae towards the king, the vision of witches and witchcraft at 

Shakespeare’s time, the figure of the overreacher, honor vs power, 

identity based on masculinity, the exchange of roles, extracts: the three 

witches, Duncan’s murder; Projection of scenes from the movie The 

Tragedy of Macbeth directed by R.Polanski 

“The Tempest” key facts, historical factors having an impact on the play, 

literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: fair governance, the 

submissive role of women, slave-master relationship, extracts: Prospero 

and Caliban, projection of scenes from the movie The Tempest, directed 

by Julie Taymor 

The Puritan Age: Historical, social and religious components 
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John Donne, life and main works, “A Valediction, forbidding Mourning”, 

sensual and spiritual imagery, the conceit 

John Milton, life and main works,  

“Paradise lost” key facts, historical factors having an impact on the play, 

literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: the overreacher, 

rebellion to constraints, a peculiar hero, extracts: Satan’s Speech 

The Restoration: Historical, social and religious components 

The Augustan Age: Historical, social and religious components; a 

survey of Augustan literature: poetry, drama, fiction; Journalism, the rise 

of the novel 

Daniel Defoe: life and main works,  

“Robinson Crusoe” key facts, historical factors having an impact on the 

novel, literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: the 

overreacher, the figure of the self-made man, the importance of trade and 

commerce at Defoe’s times, the passage from rationalism to empiricism, 

the emphasis on things and real data, pragmatism, a microcosm of 

contemporary society, slave-master relationship, extracts  

Jonathan Swift life and main works 

“Gulliver’s Travels” key facts, historical factors having an impact on the 

novel, literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: fair 

governance, human vanity, the pettiness of human conflicts, social satire, 

extracts 

Samuel Richardson life and main works 

“Pamela or the virtue rewarded” key facts, historical factors having an 

impact on the novel, literary sources, plot, characters, imagery, themes: 

the rise of the middle classes and the incredible success of the novel, the 

evolution from a guidebook, the experimental use of letters, extracts  

 Introducing Romanticism:  

 Youtube presentation: History of ideas – Romanticism, 

William Blake life and main works, romantic themes in Blake’s Poems. 

From Songs of Innocence and Experience reading and analysis of: The 

Lamb, the Tyger, London, Chimney Sweeper 

 

Educazione Civica:  Agenda 2030, goal 10. From the Magna Charta to John Ball’s speech, 

 the long journey towards the reduction of social inequalities 

 

English  

The program for the class was subdivided into five main sections: reading; listening; writing; 

vocabulary (use of English) and speaking.  

Details of what was carried out in class will be show below: 

READING 

The reading exercises included many examples of the CAE exam which involve 

multiple choice style questions based on a text. The vocabulary needed was 

reviewed to help comprehension in order to make sense of the questions proposed.  
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LISTENING 

Exercises were based on the four different parts of the listening task in the CAE 

exam which involve multiple choice, gap filling and association exercises.  

Students listened to the audio twice and were given answers immediately after for 

instant feedback.  

In some instances, students were allowed to watch TV series in original language 

so as to introduce them to different English language pronunciations, expressions 

and intonation of the voice.  

WRITING 

Writing tasks were mainly based on essay writing exercises that require a good/ 

excellent knowledge of vocabulary and paragraphing to make the text run smooth.  

Students were taught how to use linkers so as to apply them in the text, allowing 

them to reach an advanced style of writing.  

In addition, students were introduced to phrasal verbs which could be applied 

throughout their writing.  

USE OF 

ENGLISH / 

VOCABUL

ARY 

The CAE exam has a use of English section which is linked with the reading part.  

In this part, students were introduced to the five different parts which require an 

extensive and advanced use of the language.  

The most common themes were dealt with which are: collocations with give and 

make; collocations with get, make and do; advanced level knowledge of countable 

and uncountable nouns; dependent prepositions; adjective-noun collocations; 

idiomatic language; complex phrasal verbs.  

In order to improve understanding students were not only asked to complete the 

exercises on the book but also practice quizzes using kahoot.  

SPEAKING 

Class speaking exercises were generally conducted in a frequent manner during 

the academic year with more emphasis on all four parts of the CAE exam.  

Topics vary but the aim of the speaking part was to improve fluency, use the 

vocabulary learnt during the lessons to improve the level with particular focus on 

idioms, expressions and phrasal verbs.  

Students were also asked to present a discussion lasting no more than two minutes 

about a particular given topic.  

In addition students were invited into using the following techniques: speculating 

and hypothesizing; using various types of verb forms in the past; using the passive; 

avoiding repetition and linking ideas.   

   

  

 

Roma,  08/06/2022     la docente 

       _______________________________ 

 
 
        Gli studenti 

 

______________________________ 

 

______________________________ 

 


